SEPTEMBER 20TH - 24TH

EL MONTE MIDDLE SCHOOL
A lot of wonderful things happened at El Monte This Week! On
Tuesday, 6th through 8th-grade students participated in a
Signs of Suicide presentation during their science classes.
Thank you to Ms. Ingrid Mendoza for orchestrating a
successful day of learning. Additional thanks to the counselors,
social workers, and psychologists at El Monte and throughout
the district who taught lessons and met with students
individually.
On Wednesday our first-ever GSA club met during lunch! Thank
you, Ms. Lindsay Mendoza and Ms. Maira Cerpa for your
commitment to inclusivity at El Monte. Mr. Jesse Arrellano and
Mr. Darren Reed meet for the first annual MIGHTY conference
Wednesday as well. We are looking forward to additional clubs
on campus starting very soon!
On Thursday Mrs. Marisol Rodriguez and Mr. Jesse Arrellano
met on Zoom for our third Parenting Partners meeting.
Parenting Partners continues to be a great place for parents to
learn about the opportunities they have to support their
middle school students.
Our week ended with an awesome dance-off during lunch! Mr.
Velasco and the leadership team are finding great ways to
make lunchtime an exciting place! We have some very talented
students and staff who showed off their dance moves! We
hope to see you all perform in the talent show in December!
Students also had the opportunity to participate in open-gym
during lunch thanks to Mr. Garcia!

Your Admin Team

Upcoming Events
Saturday 9/25
Saturday Academy 8-12 pm
Monday 9/27
Volleyball @ Home vs. Sutter
Fowler
Wednesday 9/29
Volleyball @ Home vs. John Muir
Thursday 9/30
AVID Team Meeting 3:15-4 pm
Parenting Partners 5-7 pm

Coaches' Collective
Eighth-grade U.S History classes provided
students with opportunities to engage in
hands-on learning in a simulation activity about
the Boston Massacre. Instead of simply reading
about the Boston Massacre or having their
teacher tell them the events that took place,
students take on the role of “Crime Scene
Investigators” who read and analyze primary
sources in order to draw their own conclusions
about what happened that cold winter night!

Gladys Villa - Instructional Coach

College & Career
Do you like solving puzzles and practicing your
detective skills? Then maybe Crime Scene
Investigation or the study of Criminology would
be a great career path choice for you! The
FresnoDepartment of Criminology at Fresno
State provides students with the education and
training necessary to find a career in
Corrections, Law Enforcement, and Forensic
Behavioral Sciences. Students in a criminology
program can learn how to conduct
investigations, interview suspects, helicopter
patrol, and more!

Awesome Instructional Strateiges...
Notice & Wonder - At our first Extended PL Mrs. Jaclyn
Barker and Mrs. Gladys Villa explained the benefits of using
the I Notice/I Wonder strategy during instruction. Having
students utilize this strategy during a lesson will help them
activate prior knowledge and formulate questions they
might have on the particular topic or question. This process
help students determine connections, own their learning,
and make their thinking visible! Shoutout to Mr. Velasco for
using this strategy during ELA and Miss Quezada for using
this strategy in Math!
Sentence Stems & Norms for Group Discussion - Ms.
Cardosa wanted to make sure that her expectations for
group discussion were explicit and that all students had
access to the necessary language needed for group
discussion. Ms. Cardosa utilized a few anchor charts, visual
prompts, and modeling to ensure that students were able to
communicate effectively in their groups! Having norms for
discussion ensures that all students understand the
expectations for discourse and those sentence stems were
a great way to help students extend their conversation!
After School Tutoring & Feedback - Mr. Rominger started
intervention in his classroom after the first progress grades
were posted. Students work collaboratively on assignments
they might be missing or struggled with. During this time,
Mr. Rominger met with students individually to provide them
with targeted feedback. Shoutout to Mr. Rominger!
A great big THANK YOU to all teachers who have
opened up their classrooms during lunch and after
school to support student learning! YOU ROCK!

