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Our week was packed full of learning at EL Monte. We kicked off
the week with Extended Professional Learning and an
informational meeting about upcoming student registration for
sixth and seventh-grade students. Thank you, Mrs. Garibay and Mr.
Rocha, for leading this meeting and informing parents on elective
options for the 2023-24 school year. On Wednesday, Mrs. Barker,
Mrs. Garcia, and Mr. Pizano planned the rest of their school year
for 8th-grade science instruction. I can't wait to see students
thinking like scientists and justifying their scientific claims with
evidence and reasoning. 

Thursday, 8th-grade math teachers Mr. Gonzalez, Ms. Stefanich,
and Miss Quezada conducted a lesson study teaching students
how to approximate non-perfect square roots on a number line. All
three teachers used Desmos to engage students in the learning
process. 
 
As we visited classrooms this week, we saw students creating
questions to explore phenomena, preparing for the ELPAC,
practicing summary writing, and revising informational essays. I
loved observing students using excellent speaking and listening
skills as we gear up for ELPAC testing. Thank you, staff and
students, for another great week! I hope you all have a restful
weekend and recharge for the next!  
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Counseling Corner
  Every Wednesday all students receive information about colleges and

careers at different universities. This week students learned about California
State University, Sacramento and the wonderful majors this 4 year public

university offers its students.
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Social Emotional Learning 
This week some of the SEL team members had the opportunity to

attend Trauma Informed Practice Training provided by Tulare
County Office of Education. This training provided knowledge on
vicarious trauma, self care tips, how to support students in foster

care, students most affected by trauma, Adverse Childhood
Experiences(ACE’s), the brain development in traumatized

children, and more useful information that can be utilized to help
support students, staff and the community. 

 

Advocates
  Student-Parent Advocates are getting
ready to kick off their spring “Parenting

Partners” workshops. This week phone calls
have been made to parents, recruiting and
spreading the word on this opportunity. In
addition, a graduating parent from our fall

session will be returning and joining us with
co-facilitating the workshops. This will be a

six week long workshop where parents come
together, once a week, to learn and discuss
skills that further assist them in becoming

vital contributors to their children’s
success. 
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REAP
This week our REAP students attended their January monthly meeting.

During this meeting students were given their fall semester REAP report.
Where students were able to review how much money they earned in 1st

semester and how many hours they completed. Students were also provided
with their transcripts to review their fall semester grades. They then made
an academic and hours goal for this semester. Some students shared they
want to get a 4.0 GPA and others identified ways they can help out their
teachers after school for their community service hours requirement. 

 
Mrs. Campos
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SCICON
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The 8th Grade Math Team participated in a lesson study. Our department worked together

to create a lesson with strategies that would teach the standard and support all students in

learning the concept.  The lesson study was successful in helping all of our team  members

learn new strategies to incorporate into our daily  lessons. Participating in this lesson study

also helped all of our team  members understand the importance of teaching with clarity. 

Lesson Study Reflections:
“The lesson study helped me see how other teachers implement the same lesson.  It was helpful to

collaborate as a team and then debrief and discuss after each lesson. It showed that it is

important to be intentional with lesson planning and to provide all students with the supports

that they need to be successful.”

“I learned we all do the same lesson but our delivery is so different. I truly enjoyed watching Ms.

Stefanich teach, I believe this is the first time I’ve observed her teach. I should have done this way

sooner in my career. I could really use more student interaction in my classes. I’m old school and

structure is important but student participation is equally important. I don’t know if I can teach

myself new tricks but I will have it in the back of my mind going forward.”

 

“The lesson study helped me grow as a math teacher, because I was able to observe both my peers

teach. I was able to see how they instruct the class, what procedures they use, and how they

interact with students. I will definitely take from their lessons and incorporate some of their

strategies into my instruction.” 

8th Grade Math Lesson Study


