Friday Focus

October 25th - 29th

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE
El Monte students and staff wrapped up
October with great momentum. Science
teachers in 6th through 8th grades paper
screened and planned for a science pilot with
TCOE's science expert Jared Marr. I can't wait
to see upcoming science instruction!
Intentionally was evident as grade levels met
to plan and discuss instruction.

Monday 11/1
Scicon Surveillance Testing in Gym
Extended Professional Learning
Tuesday 11/2
Home Soccer Game - El Monte vs.
Riverdale
Wednesday 11/3
Whole Staff Meeting - Cafeteria
Thursday 11/4
TUPE Lessons - PE Classes
Away Soccer Game - El Monte vs.
Liberty
Board Meeting

On Tuesday, El Monte choir students did a
fantastic job performing in their Fall Concert
at Orosi High School! Students looked and
sounded so professional. Thank you to Mrs.
Bernal for your dedication to our students.
As I walked classrooms this week, I saw many
opportunities for students to engage in
meaningful discussions about what they were
learning. 8th Grade ELA teachers continue to
keep their students on the edge of their seats as
students read "Summer of the Mariposas." The
connections students make throughout their
reading sparked engagement and ownership of
learning!

Mrs. Tumacder

SPIRIT WEEK!
Students and staff had a blast dressing
up daily for Spirit Week! Students and
staff finalized the week with costume
day! Thank you to all who participated
in showing school spirit!

#LobosLead

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
WELLNESS

This week the counseling center provided a lesson to all 7thgrade students on the importance of Responding to
Cyberbullying. This lesson provided students with knowledge
on cyberbullying and its effects, strategies on how to respond
to bullying and cyberbullying, conflict resolution skills, and
helping others. Students were engaged in discussions
surrounding cyberbullying and were provided with a pre and
post-test to determine their understanding of cyberbullying. At
El Monte Middle School we strive to create an environment
where all students feel connected, have a sense of belonging,
safety, and support.

Ms. Cerpa & Ms. Mendoza

REAP

On Wednesday we had our 2nd REAP Meeting. Students had an opportunity to review their
quarter grades and reflect on the academic behaviors that would support academic success. This
week Ms. Marroquin, our school counseling intern, also spent some time interviewing some of our
students. Students had their pictures taken and also shared college and career information for
their Profile Biography that will be showcased on our REAP site. Counselors continue to review
and analyze data to inform and guide our targeted student support services. Schoolwide
academic 1:1 planning meetings will allow students to align their current academic progress to
higher education opportunities offered at Orosi High School and beyond. Next month, 6th and 7th
students will hear about all the courses offered at El Monte Middle school, while 8th Grade
students will learn about the Pathways and Academies offered at Orosi High School

COLLEGE & CAREER
This week we highlight California State University, Channel
Islands (CSUCI). CSU Channel Islands is the youngest of the
23 CSU campuses located southeast of Oxnard. According to
the Fall semester of 2021 enrollment numbers, Channel
Islands has roughly 6,200 undergraduate students placing it
among the 5 smallest CSU campuses. Out of the 22
undergraduate majors available, the most popular are
Business Administration & Management, Psychology, and
Liberal Arts & Sciences/Liberal Studies. For those that might
be interested, Channel Islands had a 78% acceptance rate in
the years 2019-2020.

Mr. Munoz

Ms. Gonzalez

INSTRUCTIONAL
COACHING
On Monday, I participated in a professional development session on “Strategies for Reflective
Dialogue” in which coaches explored the qualities of effective listening, the difference between
clarifying and probing questions, and reflection questions to self-assess dialogue skills.
“Stumbling Blocks” to Effective Listening include:
Interrupting the speaker
Providing advice too quickly
Thinking about your response while the speaker is speaking
Being uncomfortable with silence
Bringing your own agenda to the conversation
To avoid these “stumbling blocks”, it helps to ask clarifying and probing questions such as:
“Did I hear you correctly when you said…?”
“I wonder what would happen if…?”
It is also important to reflect on our conversations and consider:
How much did I talk?
What kinds of questions did I ask? Clarifying or probing?
Did I provide wait time when I asked a question?
How did the other person respond?
“Listening is a magnetic and strange thing, a creative force. The friends who listen to us are the
ones we move toward. When we are listened to, it creates us, makes us unfold and expand.”
- Dr. Karl Menninger

Mrs. Barker

CTE ENRICHMENT
After-school CTE Enrichment classes will begin on
November 2nd and run through December 2nd. El
Monte 6th and 7th-grade students will have the
opportunity to attend a 4 week-long course to gain
knowledge on health care, crime scene
investigating, and engineering. The course will be
led by Jacqueline Cortez, Student-Parent
Advocate. The last day to turn in applications is
Monday, November 1.

