El Monte Middle
School
Principal’s Corner
Wow, what another
busy and fulfilling
week we had at El
Monte. On Tuesday,
we had our Extended
Professional Development. As I’ve been
stating all year, data
will be our driving
force. Over the past
few weeks each PLC
has created a data
presentation that focuses on benchmark
data, SRI data, EL
data and students
with special needs
data. We had several
special visitors that
were in attendance at
our data chat presentations on Tuesday. I
was very impressed
with everyone being
transparent and own-

ing their data. We
are seeing growth,
but we will have to
continue to push our
students to exceed
our expectations.
We will continue
to focus on literacy
and providing scaffolds for our English
Learners. I went to a
training yesterday on
the new ELPAC
(previously known as
the CELDT test) and
was looking at what
our EL students will
need to complete on
the new ELPAC assessment. The rigor
is extremely high and
we will need to continue to focus our attention on them. We
will be having profes-

them increase their
reading ability or provide them with vocabulary and organization strategies. We
will continue to use
the data to make necessary changes to en-
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sional development in
the near future on what you can
be doing in your curriculum area to help these students.
Remember that we should be
providing scaffolds in our classrooms daily. The scaffolds that
should be implemented daily
are providing think time, using
random selection, using your
red cat microphone, and having
students always stand and deliver. These are relatively simple scaffolds but important for
our students. Please continue
providing them to our students.
As we wind down to the end
of the semester, please keep
pressing students whose grades
are not satisfactory.
I look forward to seeing end of
semester exam results! Let’s
finish the semester strong!
#GOLOBOS

Coaching Corner/AVID Excel
We continue to work
on providing strategies and coaching in
the classrooms. Upon
looking at some data,
we decided to shuffle
students around in
6th grade to help
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sure that students are
being provided with
the instruction that
they need. A huge
thank you to the 6th
grade team and
coaches for making
these important
changes.
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College and Career Corner
Attention Students, we have two
semesters, the first one is in the
month of December and the Second in the month of June. The
grades published at semester,
become your permanent grades
on your transcripts. This first
semester is almost over. Responsible learners take charge of their
education and strive for academic
success. If you are struggling in
any of your classes, we encourage
you to connect with your teachers
and request additional support. Remember that your aca-

demic success not only will prepare you for higher learning,
but will also help you stay eligible to participate in sports
and other extra-curricular activities. Eligible students
must maintain grades with a C
or higher, have no more than
10 tardies, hold a 95% school
attendance rate, and hold a
GPA of 2.0. or higher. School
Counselors are ready to meet
with you and guide you into
acquiring the skills, knowledge,
and dispositions for college and

6th Grade AVID/AVID Excel Field Trip
The 6th Grade AVID students had
the pleasure of visiting California
State University- Fresno on Thursday. 98 students were in attendance along with Mr. Alvarez, Mrs.
Cruz, Ms. Troncozo, and three parent chaperones. The students enjoyed their tour of the campus and
were able to experience a housing
tour as well. Highlights of the trip
included the Henry Madden Library, Fresno State Bookstore, and
the Food Court. Here is a cute student quote: “There are so many books
in here, its so amazing!”

Introduction to Agriculture Class Field Trip
On Thursday, November 30th,
the 2017 San Joaquin Region
FFA Discovery Leadership Conference was held in Visalia. Mrs.
Pennebaker and El Monte Intro
to Ag students attended, along
with some of our Leadership and
Alpha students. Students spent
the day participating in activities
led by regional and sectional high
school FFA officers with over 300
other middle school students. The
activities they participated in
were focused on developing leadership, communication, and
teamwork skills crucial to their
future success in their college
and career pathways. Students
also learned more about FFA
(Future Farmers of America) and

how joining this organization can
benefit them. Students were also
familiarized with opportunities
for learning and achievement
that FFA provides in the fields of
leadership and agriculture. The
students had a valuable learning
experience and did a great job
representing El Monte while
stepping out of their comfort zone
and working collaboratively with
over 300 other students from all
over the San Joaquin region.

Calendar of Events
12/2 - Saturday School from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
12/2 - Mesa Saturday Academy
12/2 - Cyber quest competition
12/2 - Dinuba Christmas Parade
12/4 - 12/8 - Troncozo/Obreo @ Scicon
12/4 - 8th Grade Career Pathway Showcase @ 7;50 a.m. in gym
12/5 - Soccer Game @ Citrus
12/6 - Soccer Game @ Home vs. Sequoia Union
12/6 - Winter Choir Concert @ 6:00 p.m.
12/8 - Dance from 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

